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into this place of torment. But Abraham saith, They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said,
Nay, father Abraham: but if one go to them from the dead,
they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if
one rise from the dead.2

As the being called man attained to humanity he
came to realise that life is a riddle. He is faced by
the question how to live it, and still in his childhood
craves to be given some final answer which he can-
not mistake and none can dispute. He shrinks from
the truth that the writers who told the stories of
Elijah and Job had begun to divine.

And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong
wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks
before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and
after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake: And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord
was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice. And
it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in
his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the
cave.3

So also with Job when he pleads and demands that
an answer to the riddle of life shall be given him
in some unmistakable form. But "God vouchsafes
to Job no revelation . . . whatever help is to be ob-
tained is to be had, not through an oracle, but by
the exercise of Job's own thought".4 The unpalat-
able truth, bitter in the mouth, but sweet in the
belly, was dawning on the minds of those who had
told these stories. In the parable of Dives and
Lazarus it becomes explicit. The truth by which
we are to live is to be sought by each for himself.
We can find great help in the teaching of those that
are wiser than ourselves; but we alone can decide
who are the wise and what in their teaching is false
or true. The return of one of them from the dead
could help in no way to decide whether the thing that